
Haddonfield Human Relations Commission

Thursday, November 17, 2022

Borough Hall

Attendees:

Ellen Stone (Chair), Corey Crumley, John Talton, Julia Hart, Moreh Salunek, Heather Kumor,
Kevin Glover, Colleen Bianco-Bezich, Christina Bozarth

Called to order: 7:33pm

Approval of Minutes: October 2022 minutes sent shortly before meeting, deferred approval of
October minutes until December meeting

Old Business:
● Status of draft of recommendation letter to be sent to the Commissioners

Discussion: John was going to review, but didn’t yet; Heather sent to John only. Discussion
ensued about open records, and that all emails exchanged etc are public record. No vote may
be taken if less than a quorum is gathered (email or otherwise). Drafting a recommendation to
the commissioners re: a statement re: BOE curriculum changes.

Ellen read the message out loud.

Regarding recent events in our community, we, the members of Haddonfield’s Human Relations
Commission (HRC), recommend that the Commissioners make a public statement encouraging
productive communication in a respectful, empathetic and nonthreatening manner. Additionally,
we recommend that the Commissioners (1) affirm that our community welcomes and values
diversity, and rejects the marginalization of any of our residents (whether intentional or not),
regardless of their race, ethnicity, religion or spiritual beliefs, age, ability or disability,
socioeconomic status, sexual preference, or gender identity, and (2) encourage community
members to publicly affirm the same by participating in the Haddonfield Pledge Book, which
provides:
We the community of Haddonfield, declare that we will protect our diversity, celebrate our
differences, reject acts of divisiveness and learn from each other to make our community
stronger.

* In 2017, the Commissioners, through Haddonfield’s HRC, established the Pledge Book, a way
for community members to affirm their commitment to diversity and inclusion. The Pledge Book
has been displayed for signature at a number of public events and at the Haddonfield Public
Library. The HRC currently has possession of the Pledge Book.



Corey made a motion to submit this to the Commissioners, John seconded; all voted yes with
the exception of Colleen abstaining.

Colleen suggested the pledge book be brought to MLK Day events.

New Business

● Review next year meeting dates
○ Discussion was that Thursday’s work, but perhaps the 2nd Thursday instead of

the 3rd Thursday. Ellen will confirm this works with Sharon McCullough.
● Phil Chung resigned; Corey Crumley is Alt I and a new Alt II is needed

○ Ellen contacted Sharon McCullough for an Alt II
● Martin Luther King Celebration -- Monday January 16, 2023

○ Need to appoint a Chair.
■ Heather will chair the overall Celebration

○ Joanna McDonnell wants to know what we are planning for an earlier press
release

○ Essay Contest?
■ Colleen made a motion that Ellen will handle this part of the program;

John seconded, vote was held, all voted yes.
○ Any kind of interactive program for elementary schools

■ Colleen made a motion that Christina will handle this part of the program;
John seconded, vote was held, all voted yes.

○ This will be the 13th Candlelight march on Kings Highway
■ Discussion of refreshments, town participation
■ Ellen will purchase additional candles for the event with Boro budget

○ Christian & Ellen to give Colleen the Essay Prompt and elementary by next week
so it can be published by the school in December; deadline will be 1/5/23

○ Discussion of speaker for this event; Colleen made a motion that Moreh will
handle this part of the program; Christina seconded, vote was held, all voted yes.

● Student Rep Updates
○ No updates provided

● Mayor Bezich Updates
○ Colleen discussed plans for 2023, and how to make it a productive year for the

HRC
○ Requesting that the HRC come up with a calendar of community events for 2023

(Autism Awareness Month, Grandparents Day), Pride; then create action items
and a to do list for these events; Joanna can assist with PR, then create a
subcommittee.



○ Would like the HRC to make a recommendation to the commissioners that are
celebratory, diverse and inclusive events

○ Discussion of Pride events, and our participation, Mom Hugs in particular
● Borough Resident Comments

○ None

Add future agenda item to discuss the word divisiveness in the Pledge.

Colleen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:11pm, Christina seconded the motion.

Next Meeting: December 15, 2022 Borough Hall 7:30pm


